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ARTICLE IX 

 

AMENDMENT 
 

SECTION 9.010:  AUTHORIZATION TO INITIATE AMENDMENTS 
 

An AMENDMENT to a zoning map maybe initiated by the Board, the Commission, the Department, or by 
application of a property owner.  Anyone may initiate proceedings to AMEND the text of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 9.020:  MAP AMENDMENT PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA 
 
The following provisions shall govern the consideration of a MAP AMENDMENT request: 

 
(1) Review procedures shall be determined pursuant to Section 10.040; notice of a proposed AMENDMENT 

shall be distributed according to the provisions of a Type III or Type IV review. 
 
(2) The applicant or, if County initiated, the Department shall prepare an analysis of the site and the 

surrounding area in the form of a map and report, considering the following factors: 
 

(a) Size, shape and orientation of the subject parcel. 

(b) Surrounding parcel sizes. 

(c) Topography, drainage, hazards, and other physical site characteristics. 

(d) Parcel ownership and current use. 

(e) Economic and population data for the affected area that may be contained in the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

(f) Traffic circulation. 

(g) Zoning history of the subject parcel. 

(h) Compatibility of the proposed new zone with the surrounding zoning and land uses. 

(i) Availability and feasibility for development of nearby properties in the proposed zone. 

(j) Aesthetics. 

(k) Availability of public facilities and services. 

(l) Land use objectives of both the applicable and the proposed zoning. 

 
(3) The Commission shall consider an AMENDMENT request at the earliest practicable public hearing after 

it is proposed.  In hearing the request to establish a new zoning designation, the Commission shall 
consider all of the following criteria.  A zone MAP AMENDMENT may be approved only if all five 
criteria can be met. 

 
(a) The proposed new zone is consistent with applicable Comprehensive Plan policies. 

 
(b) The proposed new zone shall not result in the conversion of resource lands to non-resource use 

without an approved exception to applicable state resource protection Goals. 
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(c) The site under consideration is better suited to the purposes of the proposed zone than it is to the 
purposes of the existing zone. 

 
(d)  Development anticipated to result from the proposed zone shall not impair the actual or the 

legally designated uses of surrounding properties. 
 
(e)   The amendment must conform to Section 9.040 Transportations Planning Rule Compliance. 

 
(4) The Director shall report the Commission's recommendation to the Board.  The Board shall conduct a 

public hearing on an AMENDMENT to modify or change an existing zone on a zoning map subsequent 
to receiving the report and recommendation of the Planning Commission.  Zone MAP AMENDMENTS 
shall be adopted by the Board of County Commissioners by Ordinance. 

 
(5) The Board's decision on a zone MAP AMENDMENT shall be final. 
 
(6) A copy of all zone MAP AMENDMENTS shall be forwarded to the County Assessor's office. 
 
SECTION 9.030:  TEXT AMENDMENT PROCEDURE 
 

(1) A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT or ORDINANCE AMENDMENT may be requested by any person, 
subject to the requirements of a Type IV procedure and Article 10.  The proponent of 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN or ORDINANCE AMENDMENT shall arrange a pre-application conference 
with the Department, pursuant to Section 10.030. 

 
2) The applicant or, if County initiated, the Department shall prepare an analysis of the proposed 

AMENDMENT, addressing such issues as the intent of the provisions being amended; the affect on land 

use patterns in the County; the affect on the productivity of resource lands in the County; administration 
and enforcement; and the benefits or costs to Departmental resources resulting from the proposed text. 

 
(3) Criteria. Commission review and recommendation, and Board approval, of an ordinance amending the 

Zoning Map, Development Code or Comprehensive Plan shall be based on all of the following criteria: 
 (a) If the proposal involves an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, the amendment must be consistent 

with the Statewide Planning Goals and relevant Oregon Administrative Rules; 
 (b) The proposal must be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. (The Comprehensive Plan may be 

amended concurrently with proposed changes in zoning); 
 (c) The Board must find the proposal to be in the public interest with regard to community conditions; the 

proposal either responds to changes in the community, or it corrects a mistake or inconsistency in the 
subject plan or ordinance; and 

 (d) The amendment must conform to Section 9.040 Transportations Planning Rule Compliance. 
 
SECTION 9.040:  TRANSPORTATION PLANNING RULE COMPLIANCE 

 
Proposals to amend the Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Map or Ordinance shall be reviewed to determine whether 
they significantly affect a transportation facility pursuant with Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 660-012-0060 
(Transportation Planning Rule - TPR). Where the County, in consultation with the applicable roadway authority, 
finds that a proposed amendment would have a significant affect on a transportation facility, the County shall 
work with the roadway authority and applicant to modify the request or mitigate the impacts in accordance with 
the TPR and applicable law.   


